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General Introduction to the Old Testament: The Text. By the late 
William Henry Green, D.D., LL.D. New York : Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 1899. Pp. xv+190. $1.50. 

It is with a sense of sorrow and loss that one turns the leaves of 
this volume, for it is the last utterance in book form of one who has 
stood among the foremost representatives of Old Testament learning 
in the United States. During the past few years he has been striving 
to put into concrete form the results of his studies, and to testify as 
strongly as he might to the conservative faith of which he was so 
vigorously and constantly an exponent. The respect of Dr. Green's 
students for his scholarship is exceedingly high, and those who have 
followed him most closely in his views will feel that in his death con- 
servative criticism has met with an irreparable loss. 

The work before us deals with a subject wherein Dr. Green's criti- 
cal views find less scope for expression than elsewhere. " The Lan- 
guage of the Old Testament," "The Manuscripts and Versions," "The 
History of the Text and of the Criticism," are treated in successive 
chapters, and the main facts are presented clearly and succinctly. 

In the chapter on " The History of the Text " four periods are dis- 
tinguished : the canonical, ending with Ezra and Nehemiah ; the 
scribal ; the Massoretic ; and the post-Massoretic. This division 
involves the position, which is the chief thesis of a preceding volume, 
that the canon was actually closed as early as the fifth century B. C. 
Arguments for such a thesis are hardly convincing. 

Our estimate of the value of the work of the scribes is somewhat dif- 
ferent from Dr. Green's. He maintains that the text was safely guarded 
and kept from all but a few minor defects, and exhibits everywhere the 
greatest reluctance to admit textual errors of any importance. He con- 
siders it certain that our present text can be traced back to the second 
century A. D., and asserts that, though the texts of the LXX. and of the 
Samaritan Pentateuch are quite divergent from the Massoretic, neither 
is regarded by scholars as comparable in accuracy with the Hebrew (p. 
180). While this is in a measure true, there are corruptions of the 
Old Testament text manifest even to a superficial reader. But such cases 
as Jer. 51:58-64, and 1 Chron. 8:29-38, compared with 1 Chron. 
9 : 35-44, are not mentioned, though they testify most decidedly to 
scribal carelessness and show that, however slavishly exact the scribes 
of a late period may have been, there was an earlier period when the 
text was not so carefully supervised and when scribal errors of an 
extremely flagrant type crept in. One cannot but feel that in a chapter 
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on the criticism of the text some mention should have been made 
of the labors of textual critics on such books as Judges, Samuel, and 
certain of the minor prophets, not to mention Ezekiel and Psalms. 
It may be claimed that trustworthy results have not been reached in 
many cases, nevertheless an immense amount of painstaking toil has 
gone into Driver's Hebrew Text of the Books of Samuel and Cornill's 
Ezekiel, as well as other books of that class. The text of hardly any 
of the minor prophets is throughout satisfactory, and there would have 
been a great gain in mentioning what has been attempted, even though 
the critical reconstructions were rejected. 

Upon the whole, Dr. Green's estimate of the value of the present 
Massoretic text is far more optimistic than most scholars would be 
willing to admit. The book will be of value to those who wish a brief, 
succinct statement of some of the leading facts about the Old Testa- 
ment text. It does not cover the ground nor take the place of such 
works as Buhl's Canon and Text of the Old Testament, nor does it enter 
fully into the subject which Ginsburg treats exhaustively, but it will be 
interesting as an introduction to a larger and broader study. 

Augustus S. Carrier. 
McCormick Theological Seminary, 
Chicago. 



Historical Geography of the Holy Land. By S. R. Macphail, 
M.A. Bible Class Primers. New York : Imported by Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 1900. Pp. 188. $0.20. 

It is remarkable how much good knowledge is given for the price 
in these " Bible Class Primers," which Principal Salmond edits. For 
the use of Sunday-school pupils and even teachers they possess many 
qualities of excellence. The author is well-informed in the field of 
Palestinian geography, and while there are many disputed points of 
identification, he seems generally to have reached commendable con- 
clusions. The greater portion of the book treats of Old Testament 
geography, but New Testament matters are not neglected. The text 
is made attractive, as well as more intelligible, by numerous maps and 
illustrations. While people should use the larger works upon Pales- 
tine, such as G. A. Smith's Historical Geography of the Holy Land, 
or Stewart's Landof Israel, where that is not possible this little book 
may be of some service. 

C. W. V. 



